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“Transforming Allied Maritime Potential Into Reality” 

 
A Maritime Security Regime (MSR) is a group of states and/or organizations acting together, with an agreed upon 

framework of rules and procedures, to ensure security within the Maritime Domain. 
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²ŜōƛƴŀǊ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƻǊȅ /ƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ 
 
 
YŜƛǘƘ .ƭƻǳƴǘ 
 

Keith Blount is the Commander of NATO's Allied Maritime Command. He is NATO's principal 
maritime adviser and has operational Command of NATO's Standing Naval Forces. 
 
He joined the Royal Navy in 1984 as a helicopter pilot. He received his wings in 1986 and was 
a front line aviator at the age of 20. Through a varied flying career, he qualified as an 
instructor and flew in the Royal Navy Helicopter Display Team. 
 
Blount has blended his aviation experience with a broad span of Command. He has 
commanded three warships, including the helicopter carrier HMS OCEAN and sailed in NATO 

Task Groups during Operation Sharpguard and Operation Active Endeavour. He was the Iraqi Maritime Task Group 
Commander during Operation TELIC and, more recently, was the United Kingdom's Maritime Component 
Commander, based in Bahrain, spanning Operations in Syria and Iraq. 
 
His staff appointments have included three periods in the Ministry of Defence and his last London assignment was 
as Military Assistant to the Vice Chief of the Defence Staff. He holds a Master of Arts degree in Defence Studies 
and is a Fellow of the Royal Aeronautical Society. Appointed Officer of the Order of the British Empire in 2012, he 
was awarded an operational Legion of Merit by the President of the United States in 2016. Blount was appointed 
Companion of the Order of the Bath in 2018. 
 
Between 2015 and 2019 he was the Head of the Fleet Air Arm and the officer accountable for the Queen Elizabeth 
Class aircraft carriers. 
 
Having previously been Chief of Staff to the European Union Naval Force and Deputy Commander of the Combined 
Maritime Forces, he was appointed as the Commander of NATO’s Maritime Command in May 2019. 
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¢ƻƳ Dǳȅ 
 

Tom Guy is fortunate to have enjoyed a broad range of rewarding operational, staff and 
command roles ashore and afloat from the UK to the Far East. Early appointments included 
a wide variety of ships, from patrol craft to mine-hunters, frigates, destroyers and aircraft 
carriers, ranging from fishery protection to counter-piracy and UN embargo operations as 
well as training and operating with a broad range of NATO allies. Having trained as a 
navigator and diving officer early on, Tom specialised as an anti-submarine warfare officer 
and then a Group Warfare Officer. He then went on to command HMS Shoreham, a new 
minehunter out of build, and then HMS Northumberland, fresh out of refit as one of the 
most advanced anti-submarine warfare frigates in the world. His time as Chief of Staff to the 

UK’s Commander Amphibious Task Group included the formation of the Response Force Task Group and its 
deployment on Op ELLAMY (Libya) in 2011 and he later had the great privilege of serving as the Captain Surface 
Ships (Devonport Flotilla). 
 
Shore appointments have included the Strategy area in the MOD, a secondment to the Cabinet Office, Director of 
the Royal Naval Division of the Joint Services Command and Staff College, and the role of DACOS Force Generation 
in Navy Command Headquarters. He has held several Operational Staff appointments, including service in the 
Headquarters of the Multi National Force Iraq (Baghdad) in 2005. Other operational tours have included the 
Balkans and the Gulf, both ashore and afloat. In 2016-17 he was the Deputy UK Maritime Component Commander 
in Bahrain, working alongside the US Fifth Fleet Headquarters. He assumed the role of Deputy Director of the 
Combined Joint Operations from the Sea Centre of Excellence in Norfolk, VA, in September 2017. 
 
A graduate of the UK’s Advanced Command and Staff Course and the US Capstone Course, with a Master’s Degree 
from Kings College, Tom is a Younger Brother of Trinity House and a keen yachtsman (qualified as an Offshore 
Yachtmaster), as well as being a classic car and bike enthusiast. He is married to Katie who is a sailing instructor 
and they have two grown up children, both of whom are also keen sailors. 
 
 

tŀƴŜƭ м ς /ƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ 
 
 
aŀǘƘƛŜǳ .ƻǳƭŜƎǳŜ 
 

Mathieu Boulegue is a Research Fellow at the Russia and Eurasia Programme at Chatham 
House – The Royal Institute of International Affairs. In his research, Mathieu focuses 
particularly on Eurasian security and defence issues as well as on Russia’s foreign policy 
and military affairs. 
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.Ǌƛŀƴ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ 
 

Brian Wilson serves as Deputy Director of the Global Maritime Operational Threat Response 
Coordination Center (GMCC), the U.S. Government’s office that aligns maritime threat 
responses. He is also a Visiting Professor at the U.S. Naval Academy and a nonresident fellow 
at the Stockton Center for International Law at the U.S. Naval War College. 
 
Brian has advised and delivered presentations to international organizations as well as 
dozens of governments on interagency coordination, crisis management, and maritime law 
enforcement. He is the principal author of national-level policy guidance and pioneering 

information sharing agreements to bridge whole-of-government frameworks. He is also a Seminar XXI Fellow of 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and a Fulbright Scholar (Visiting Professor of Law at Tbilisi State 
University Law School). Brian has written on maritime security in the {ǘŀƴŦƻǊŘ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ ƻŦ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ŀǿΣ ¢ŜȄŀǎ 
LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ŀǿ WƻǳǊƴŀƭΣ 9ƳƻǊȅ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ŀǿ wŜǾƛŜǿΣ and IŀǊǾŀǊŘ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ, among others. 
 
Serving more than twenty years as an officer and lawyer in the U. S. Navy, assignments included Oceans Policy 
Adviser to the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy, Commanding Officer of the Region Legal Service Office Naval 
District Washington, and Special Assistant to the General Counsel of the Navy. He may be reached at 
brianstwilson@gmail.com. 
 
5ŜǾǊƛƳ !ƪƪǳǎƻƎƭǳ 
 

Commander, Turkish Navy, Devrim Akkusoglu graduated from Turkish Naval Academy by 
completing Industry Engineering in 1998. Just after his graduation, he began his service at 
the Turkish Navy. He has served as Branch Officer, Chief of Branch, and Commanding 
Officer on different types of Navy ships and Coast Guard boats. After completing his 
service on ships, he served as Chief of Branch at various headquarters in the Turkish Navy. 
 
His current position is Maritime Counter Terrorism Staff Officer in the Maritime Security 
Centre of Excellence (MARSEC COE). 

 
 

tŀƴŜƭ н ς LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ {ȅǎǘŜƳǎ 
 

 
aƛŎƘŀŜƭ [ƛƴŘŜƴπ±ǄǊƴƭŜ 
 

Michael Linden-Vørnle works as a Chief Adviser at the National Space Institute (DTU Space) 
which is part of the Technical University of Denmark. He is leading the institute’s center for 
unmanned systems (DTU Space DroneCenter) which is responsible for coordination and 
facilitation of projects and activities related to development and use of unmanned, 
autonomous systems. 

 
Ongoing projects include establishment of testbeds for autonomous infrastructure at 

various locations in Denmark and abroad. He represents Denmark on the Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems Panel 
(RPASP) under the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO). The RPAS Panel is producing the international 
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regulatory framework for integrating RPAS into civilian airspace (international IFR and aerodromes). He is member 
of the Advisory Board for UAS Denmark, the main Danish network for industry, academia and service providers 
within the field of unmanned systems. 
 
In recent years, Michael Linden-Vørnle’s main research focus has been how to employ satellites and unmanned 
systems in all domains (air, sea, and land) to establish a flexible and scalable infrastructure in the Arctic providing 
both communication and situational awareness. In this context he has been the lead scientist for the operational 
testing of a Danish build nano-satellite for Arctic surveillance launched in 2018. 
 
Presently Michael Linden-Vørnle is also working to establish a national center for Space Safety in order to 
coordinate and facilitate research, development projects and other activities to identify, understand, analyze and 
mitigate threats originating from space against planet Earth, life, human civilization and infrastructure. These 
threats include space weather effects, asteroids and comets, man-made space objects including debris and 
particle radiation. The center will serve as the national advisory body for decision makers and relevant authorities.  
 
Michael Linden-Vørnle obtained his Ph.D. in astrophysics from the Niels Bohr Institute (University of Copenhagen) 
in 2000. 
 
Finally, Michael Linden-Vørnle has a military career. With the rank of Commander, he holds the position of Branch 
Chief Information Operations in the Royal Danish Navy’s battle-staff “Danish Task Group” (DATG).  
 
 
/ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ ²ŀǊƴŜǊ 
 

Catherine Warner is Director, Centre for Maritime Research and Experimentation, an 
executive body of NATO’s Science and Technology Organization, since 2017. Dr Warner is a 
Senior Executive and Technical Leader with over 25 years’ experience in defence science and 
technology, in particular in studies, analyses, and operational test and evaluation. 
 
Previously, Dr Warner was the Science Advisor to the Director, Operational Test and 
Evaluation within the US Office of the Secretary of Defence where she was the primary 
technical advisor to the Director, military, and civilian staff. 
 

Dr Warner deployed to Afghanistan during 2013-2014 in support of the International Security Assistance Force 
(ISAF), as the Senior Telecommunications Advisor to the Afghan government. Her portfolio included spectrum 
management, cybersecurity, and optical fiber critical infrastructure. 
 
Prior to joining the Defence Department, Dr Warner worked at the not-for-profit Institute for Defense Analyses 
(IDA) as a research analyst, project leader, and assistant director in the Operational Evaluation Division. 
 
Dr Warner is originally from Albuquerque, New Mexico, and she earned a Ph.D. degree in Chemistry from 
Princeton University. 
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{Ŏƻǘǘ .ƭƻǳƎƘ 
 

Scott Blough is the co-founder of Tiffin based Simple Cyber, LLC,  which focuses on providing 
cyber security services for small and medium sized organizations. He is the Chief Information 
Security Officer and Executive Director of the Center for Cyber Defense and Forensics at 
Tiffin University. 
 
He serves on Maritime Security Regimes Cyber Defence Working Group and is a Strategic 
Advisor for the Maritime and Port Security Information Sharing and Analysis Organization. 
He has worked with numerous DHS Centers of Excellence on cyber security issues impacting 

US national security and serves as a Senior Mentor for the Maritime Risk Symposium and as the National Co-Chair 
for the Maritime Risk Symposium 2017: Cyber Security in the Maritime Transportation System. He has conducted 
a multitude of presentations and workshops on cyber security for government, education, business, and 
nonprofits. 
 
His publications include: “Maritime Risk Symposium 2017: Cyber Security in the Maritime Transportation System 
Proceedings” (2019); “Maritime Cyber Security: What About Forensics”, Issues in Maritime Cyber Security (2017); 
“Cyber Shoal Waters: Understanding and Meeting Emergency Cyber Threats to the Maritime Transportation 
System”, Maritime Reporter and Engineering News (2017); “Maritime Cyber Security: The Wrong Formula”, 
Maritime Reporter and Engineering News (2017). 
 
He has also featured as a “Pick of the Week” for December 4-8, 2017 for an interview on maritime cyber security 
with the World Maritime News (2017). 
 
 

tŀƴŜƭ о ς aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴκbƻǊǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜǎ 
 

!ƴƴŀ 5ŀǾƛŘǎƻƴ 
 

Anna J. Davidson works on Russian foreign civil nuclear integration as a postgraduate in the 
Russian and East European Studies Programme at St. Antony’s College, University of Oxford. 
She is currently analysing narratives of the development of Belarusian nuclear energy 
capabilities supported by the Russian state. 
 
In addition to this, Anna occasionally provides support to clients in the United States and 
Europe and authors assessments for proficiency in defense structures and security 
development related to the former Soviet space. She has conducted field research in Eastern 
Europe on the 2008 Russo-Georgian War and Crimea Annexation and is an elected member 

of Chatham House and member of Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies (RUSI) and the 
Center for International Maritime Security. Anna is a Florida-Georgia native and alumna of the University of 
Georgia’s School of Public and International Affairs. Connect via email at anna.davidson@area.ox.ac.uk 
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Wǳŀƴ tŞǊŜȊ tǳƛƎ 
 

Captain Juan Bautista Pérez Puig joined the Spanish Navy in 1989 once completed his studies 
at the Spanish Navy Naval Academy in Marin. During his first assignments as Lieutenant 
Junior Grade and Lieutenant he specialized as Above Water Warfare Officer and served in 
several ships of the Fleet: Light Frigate “Diana” and Anti-Air Warfare Frigate “Andalucía”. He 
also served upon the warfare staff of Spanish Operational Sea Training Centre in Rota. 
 
His posts like Commanding Officer refers to four Spanish Navy Warships: Patrol Boat 
“Espalmador” (1991), Fast Patrol Boat “Laya” (2000), Mine Hunter “Sella” (2005) and Frigate 

“Numancia” (2014) conducting fishery protection, maritime surveillance, mine countermeasures operations and 
more recently Multinational Operations. 
 
On completion of the Joint Staff Course (2003) and already promoted to Lieutenant Commander, he was assigned 
to Plans and Policy Division, Spanish Navy Staff in Madrid working in the Operational Requirements Branch for 
new ships.  
 
After two years ashore, he returned to service at sea through Spanish Strike Group Command as Staff Operations 
Officer, during which he participated in several Multinational Exercises and Operations.  
 
Back to shore he was promoted to commander and appointed to the Joint Defense Staff (Madrid) as desk officer 
in the Operation’s Branch of Plans and Policy Division, which allowed him to deal, at the strategic level, with 
operations working with subjects like counter-terrorism, counter-piracy and maritime security operations and 
supporting the Spanish Operational Planning Process for those operations. After the joint experience, he went 
overseas assigned to the Spanish National Liaison Representation to NATO Supreme Allied Command 
Transformation in Norfolk (USA) as Deputy NLR. In the summer of 2016 he was promoted to Captain and assigned 
Head of Capability Requirements Branch in Plans and Policy Division of the Spanish Navy Staff in Madrid.  
 
Since last June he was appointed Chief of Staff for the Maritime Action Force in Cartagena, his current location.  
In the academic area he took courses on Missiles, Gunnery and Fire Control Systems, Above Water Warfare Officer 
Course, Principal Warfare Officer Course and Joint Staff Course. He speaks English and French. On the teaching 
side, he taught combat systems in the Navy Weapons System School (San Fernando) and tactics in the Spanish 
Naval Academy (Marin).  
 
5ƛƳƛǘǊƛƻǎ aŜƎŀǎ 
 

Commander Dimitrios Megas, Hellenic Navy, is a Staff Officer in the Transformation Section, 
Training and Support Directorate, NATO Maritime Interdiction Operational Training Center 
(NMIOTC) in Souda, Crete. 
 
He entered the Hellenic Navy Academy in 1994, and graduated in 1998.  His Fleet operational 
tours includes twelve years assignments as Crypto Officer, Electronic Warfare, Above Water 
Warfare, Artillery, Guided Missiles Officer and Head of Weapons Department of HS Spetsai 
(Frigate MEKO class) , HS Grigoropoulos (Fast Attack Craft) during her construction at Elepsis 

Shipyards, Executive Officer at AOR Zeus and at HS Aigaion (Frigate S Class) and as Commanding Officer of Gunboat 
HS Krataios. 
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In 2006 he served as Deputy Head of Weapons Department of the Hellenic Fleet Command. In 2014 he served at 
the NATO Ammunition Depot (Souda Base) as program manager and from 2015 to 2017 he served as Staff Officer 
of Transformation Department at NMIOTC) in Souda. 
 
After the completion of Commanding Officer in October 2018 he returned back to NMIOTC as staff officer of 
Transformation Section (Naval Doctrine, Transformation’s Section Quality Assurance Officer). 
 
Cdr Dimitrios Megas is currently the Subject Matter Expert of NMIOTC regarding Hybrid and Cyber Security 
Educational and Training activities. He is the lead planner and officer of primary responsibility for the cyber 
security conferences in maritime domain since 2016. He is also the director of the course “Cyber Security Aspects 
within Maritime Operations” offered from NMIOTC every year since 2017. Finally, he is the Exercise Director for 
the Cyber Defence Exercise “Cyber Gordian Knot” organized by NMIOTC in collaboration with Plymouth University 
for the last two years. 
 
He is a graduate of Hellenic Naval Training Centre with specialization in Weapons Systems. In addition he is a 
graduate of Hellenic Naval War College / Staff Officer Course. He is specialized in Weapons Systems and Guided 
Missiles of the Fast Attack Crafts (Super Vita class) and Frigates (MEKO class).  
 
He holds a MSc in Computer Science from the Naval Postgraduate School of Monterey CA, USA, as well as various 
certifications regarding Computer Security and Cyber Warfare Operations. More specifically he holds a Certificate 
in Training on Information Security Management from the European Security and Defence College Brussels 
Belgium, a Certificate of NATO Quality Assurance Course from NATO School Oberammergau Germany, a 
Certificate in Cyber Defence at Operational Level from NATO Cooperative Cyber Defence Centre of Excellence 
Tallinn Estonia and three Certificates, CNSSI 4013: System Administrators - CNSS, CNSSI 4014:Information Systems 
Security Officer (ISSO) - CNSS, NSTISSI 4011: Information Systems Security (INFOSEC) Professionals- CNSS from 
Center For Information Systems Security Studies And Research-Naval Post Graduate School Monterey CA USA. 
 

 
CǊƛŘŀȅΣ м aŀȅ нлнл 

 
tŀƴŜƭ п ς aŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ {ƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻƳŀƛƴǎ 

 
¢ƻǊǎǘŜƛƴ .ŜǊƎƭƛ 
 

Torstein Bergli, is a Lieutenant Colonel (Retired) of the Royal Norwegian Air Force. 
 
As a recap of his professional experience, he has held various positions related with NATO 
Integrated Air Defence System; Staff Officer, NATO Airborne and Detachment Commander 
at Early Warning Force Command; Section Head, Air Command and Control System Section, 
at the NATO Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers in Europe (SHAPE), Belgium; Commander, 
Royal Norwegian Air Force Cyber Squadron; Product Manager, Saab Surface, Sweden; 
Product Unit Manager, Saab Technologies, Norway; and Military Advisor and Product 
Manager, Lead System Integration, Saab Airborne, Sweden. 

 
His military educational background includes: Norwegian Air Force Academy, Trondheim, where he graduated in 
1993; Norwegian Staff College, Oslo; Norwegian National Defence University College, Oslo; and NATO School 
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Oberammergau, where he attended the Air Command and Control Course. On the civil side, he studied Psychology 
Intermediate, at the University of Trondheim/Tromso. 
 
WŀƴŜƭ .Ǌƻǿƴ 
 

Janel Brown is the Director of Government Programs for Maxar. As part of the Global Field 
Operations division, Janel leads growth of Maxar’s defense and intelligence programs. She 
specializes in space-based earth intelligence missions utilizing data from earth observation 
(EO) and synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) satellites and cloud based analytics to extract 
operational information for a variety of mapping and analysis missions, including maritime 
and border security and humanitarian assistance disaster response (HADR).   
 
Janel joined Maxar Technologies in 2019 as Director of Special Operations and International 
Solutions to lead the growth of Maxar’s special operations and international defense services 
practice for combatant commands, special operations, and international defense customers. 

Prior to joining the firm, she supported the defense and intelligence communities as a director of legacy Maxar 
companies, DigitalGlobe and Radiant Solutions, where she provided program management and business 
development leadership to predictive analytics, data enrichment, and geospatial big data programs. From 2007-
2015, Janel served as the Vice President of ReMilNet, LLC, a consulting firm specializing in areas of organizational 
improvement and technology management. 
 
Janel began her career as a Surface Warfare Officer in the U.S. Pacific Fleet, serving afloat in USS HARPERS FERRY 
(LSD 49) and USS PORT ROYAL (CG 73) and ashore at U.S. Pacific Fleet and Joint Task Force 519, before transferring 
to a Reserve Officer status.  In her Reserve career, she continued her support to the nation, retiring in December 
2018. Ms. Brown’s reserve tours include U.S. Special Operations Command Pacific (SOCPAC), U.S. Special 
Operations Command (USSOCOM), and U.S. Naval Academy. 
 
Janel Brown earned a Bachelor of Science degree from the U.S. Naval Academy in 1997, Masters of Business 
Administration from the University of Hawaii at Manoa in 2003, and served as a Pacific Century Fellow in 2003.  
She won the 2014 Tampa Bay Business Journal Business Woman of the Year-Business Services award. She is 
actively involved in the defense community, serving on the board of advisors for Women in Defense Greater 
Tampa Bay Chapter and as board member on Senator Marco Rubio’s Service Academy Nominations Committee. 
 
 

tŀƴŜƭ р ς hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ {Ŝŀ 
 

{ǇŜƴŎŜǊ CǊŀǎŜǊ 
 

Spencer has worked for more than 30 years in the defence, marine and aerospace sectors. 
He is the Chief Executive Officer of Federal Fleet Services. He spent 20 years as an officer in 
the Royal Canadian Navy and subsequently served as president of Meggitt Training 
Systems Canada for 11 years, a recognized world leader in naval training. Spencer is an 
alumnus of the University of Oxford Saïd School of Business, Queen’s University School of 
Business, King’s College London and the Royal Military College of Canada. He is the 
Chairman of the Board for the Canadian Centre for Unmanned Vehicle Systems and sits as 

a member of the Premier of Alberta’s SME Export Council. Spencer is a Certified Management Accountant. 
Spencer is also an executive director of Federal Fleet Services. 
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5ƛǊƪ {ƛŜōŜƭǎ 
 

Dirk Siebels is a Senior Analyst at Risk Intelligence, a Denmark-based security intelligence 
company where he is responsible for analysis on countries in sub-Saharan Africa. He holds a 
PhD from the University of Greenwich in London. His research concentrates on maritime 
security issues in sub-Saharan Africa, including the role of ports and maritime trade, IUU 
fishing, offshore energy production and the evolution of private maritime security providers. 
 
Dirk has contributed to a number of research projects, including the annual State of Piracy 
report by Oceans Beyond Piracy (now Stable Seas). He is an academic advisor for the Turkish 

Navy’s Maritime Security Centre of Excellence (MARSEC COE), part of the expert network for CEMLAWS Africa, a 
Ghana-based thinktank, and has recently published a book that includes many aspects of his research. 
 
{ǘŜŦŀƴ [ǳƴŘǉǾƛǎǘ 
 

Lieutenant Commander Stefan Lundqvist is an active duty officer holding a Ph.D. in Political 
Science with Mass Communication from Åbo Akademi University, Finland. Since 2010, he is 
a Military Lecturer in the Department of Military Studies of the Swedish Defence University.  
 
Until his marked turn towards academia, he served in various sea- and shore-based staff 
positions at tactical and operational levels of command. His areas of expertise include 
International Relations, strategy, maritime security, operational planning and operations 
assessment. Since 2015, he has served as a speaker and panelist in numerous international 
conferences on maritime security and strategy. 
 

Stefan Lundqvist is an elected member of the University Faculty Board and serves on the Committee on War 
Studies. He is the course manager of the compulsory military theory and strategy course in the Higher Staff 
Programme. His research has been published in edited books and journals including 5ŜŦŜƴŎŜ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ and tƘŜ w¦{L 
WƻǳǊƴŀƭ. His current research focuses on Arctic and Baltic Sea security. 
 
Most recent publications include: 
¶ Robert M. Klein, Stefan Lundqvist, Ed Sumangil and Ulrica Pettersson, 2019, "Baltics Left of Bang: The 

Role of NATO with Partners in Denial-Based Deterrence". {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ CƻǊǳƳ, No. 301. Washington: 
National Defense University Press. 

¶ Stefan Lundqvist, 2020, "Jointly Navigating the Baltic-Arctic Strategic Space: The Case of Sweden and 
Finland". Lƴ: Tom Guy, Todd Bonnar and Jose Garza (eds.) /ǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƻǿ ²ŀǾŜ нлнл, NATO CJOS COE. 

 
wŜǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ DǊƻǳǇǎ 

 
wƛŎŀǊŘƻ YŀǊŀƪŀŘȊŜ 
 

Ricardo Karakadze joined Carnival Corporation & PLC in June 2017 as the Director, Maritime 
Security.  In the position, Mr. Karakadze serves as the Corporation’s subject matter expert 
on all security related policy and threat analyses.  His core responsibilities include the 
development of Company security-related policies/procedures and managing the Global 
Maritime Security team composed of Regional Security Managers and the Threat Analysts.  
The position also maintains direct oversight over the Company’s security intelligence 
activities, Port Vulnerability and Threat Assessments, Travel Risk Management program and 



 

“Transforming Allied Maritime Potential Into Reality” 

the Security Officer Training Program. The Director, Maritime Security also chairs the Company’s Security Review 
Group, which is composed of Company Security Officers from each operating line. 
 
Prior to joining Carnival Corporation, Ricardo Karakadze was selected to the Defense Intelligence Senior Level 
(DISL) in May 2014 and served as the Executive Assistant Director, Naval Criminal Investigative Service, for 
Strategic Planning, Policy, Communication and Global Engagement.   In this capacity, he served as the technical 
expert and senior consultant for NCIS on strategic planning, resource allocation, organizational performance, 
evaluation, policy and congressional affairs.  In consultation with the NCIS Director, EAD Karakadze managed the 
development of NCIS strategic goals, strategic planning documents, and policy in alignment with National, 
Department of Defense (DoD), Department of the Navy (DON) strategies, plans and operational concepts. 
 
Prior to current position, EAD Karakadze served as the NCIS Senior Intelligence Officer – a Senior Executive 
Position.  In this position he was responsible for leading a global enterprise acquiring, analyzing and disseminating 
criminal, counterintelligence and terrorism threat information to safeguard Navy and Marine Corps personnel and 
assets, and drive NCIS investigative and operational efforts. Additionally, he managed agency international 
engagement and outreach to domestic and foreign law enforcement and security partners. 
 
From August 2009 to August 2014, Mr. Karakadze was assigned to the NCIS Southeast Field Office in Jacksonville, 
Florida as the Senior Intelligence Officer. Mr. Karakadze was responsible for managing and directing NCIS 
intelligence efforts within the Southeast United States, Central and South America and the Caribbean. 
 
Previously, from February 2006 to April 2009, Mr. Karakadze served as the National Maritime Intelligence 
Center/Office of Naval Intelligence Liaison Officer to NORAD-U.S. Northern Command. In this position, he was 
responsible for global maritime intelligence issues related to U.S. homeland defense. 
 
From February 2005 to January 2006, Mr. Karakadze served as the Division Head of the Counter-Proliferation, 
Homeland Defense and Cargo Tracking Division (CTD/ONI 114) at the Office of Naval Intelligence. In this capacity, 
Mr. Karakadze supervised 35 analysts and regularly coordinated and engaged with the broader Intelligence 
Community and senior governmental officials. 
 
From 1982 to February 2005, Mr. Karakadze served in the United States Navy as a Naval Aviator. His operational 
assignments include Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron ONE and FIVE, and 820 Naval Air Squadron where he 
participated in numerous named operations. Shore and staff positions include assignments to Chief of Naval 
Operations (OPNAV/N52), where he served as a Political-Military Affairs Officer; to Commander, U.S. 6th Fleet, 
where he served as the Assistant Air Operations Officer, and to the Defense Attaché Office in Valletta, Malta. Mr. 
Karakadze also served in foreign exchange programs with Argentina and the United Kingdom. Mr. Karakadze, a 
native of Miami, Florida, received a bachelor’s degree, cum laude, from the University of Memphis and a master’s 
degree from the University of Virginia. He is the recipient of numerous awards, including the Department of the 
Navy Superior Civilian Service Medal and the Department of State Meritorious Service Medal. 
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9ŘǿŀǊŘ ²ŜǎǘŦŀƭƭ 
 

Captain Westfall has served as Deputy Director, National Maritime Intelligence-Integration 
Office (NMIO) since July 2018. 
 
Within the Office of the Director of National Intelligence, NMIO works to advance maritime 
intelligence integration, information sharing, and national-level Maritime Domain 
Awareness. To do this, NMIO seeks to build interagency and international collaboration by: 
Developing and expanding existing domestic and foreign partnerships through the Global 
Maritime Community of Interest (GMCOI); Improving information and intelligence sharing 
by identifying and surmounting barriers through transparent collaboration; Advocating 

GMCOI collection and analytic priorities at the national level; and Integrating science and technology into the 
GMCOI’s understanding and mitigation of threats or challenges in the maritime environment. NMIO engages with 
academia, think tanks, the maritime industry, interagency, and international partners through an array of strategy 
boards, committees, roundtables, campaigns, technical bulletins, and advisory groups to perform its mission in 
collaboration with the GMCOI. 
 
In his immediate prior assignment, Captain Westfall served as Executive Director of The Interdiction Committee 
(TIC), an interagency body of over 25 federal departments, agencies, offices, and components. Mandated by law 
to discuss and resolve issues related to the coordination, oversight, and integration of international, border and 
domestic drug interdiction and counter-network efforts, TIC is chaired by the Commandant of the U.S. Coast 
Guard. 
 
Captain Westfall has served on active duty for over three decades. In nearly twenty years served at sea, he has 
been underway from the Arctic Ocean to Ecuador, Uruguay to the Canadian Maritimes, on the Caribbean Sea, and 
on the Great Lakes. He has worked at sea with maritime forces from throughout the western hemisphere as well 
as Europe. A “Mustang”, he rose from the enlisted ranks to command five U.S. Coast Guard Cutters (USCGCs): 
BOUTWELL, ESCANABA, ASPEN, WILLIAM TATE, and RED CEDAR, and served in various capacities in several others. 
He has also deployed with a U.S. Coast Guard law enforcement team aboard U.S. Navy ships patrolling in the 
Eastern Pacific Ocean. 
 
Captain Westfall has worked with military forces and defense and other ministries from throughout the Western 
Hemisphere and Europe. This work included duties as the Arctic Strategy Branch Chief at U.S. European Command 
in Stuttgart, the Assistant Coast Guard Attaché at the U.S. Embassy in Mexico City (receiving the Naval Distinction 
Award from the Secretary of the Mexican Navy), and as the Surface Operations Officer at Joint Interagency Task 
Force West. 
 
Captain Westfall holds a Master’s of Science degree in National Security Strategy from the National War College, 
a Master’s in Public Administration from Rutgers University, and a Bachelor's degree from the State University of 
New York. He has completed the Naval War College Command and Staff Distance Education Program. He also has 
received several individual and unit decorations and awards. 
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Commander Neculai Grigore was born on March 16th, 1974, in Pechea, Galati County, 
Romania. 
 
He graduated from "Alexandru Ioan Cuza" Naval High School in 1992 and from 1992 to 1997 
he attended the Naval Faculty courses of the Naval Academy "Mircea cel Bătrân" where he 
graduated as valedictorian obtaining the title of Engineer in Naval Radioelectronics. 
 

He began his military career as Chief of Navigation and Communications Department aboard monitor class river 
ship and in 2000 he was appointed Chief of Integrated Communications System on board F111 "Marasesti" frigate. 
 
During the period 2004-2012, he worked in the Naval Forces Headquarters, where he successively carried out his 
duties as Chief of LINK, AIS and IFF Systems Department and Chief of Communication Systems Office within the 
Communications and Informatics Branch. 
 
In 2014, he graduated Joint Command and Staff Course, Command and Staff Faculty of Carol I National Defense 
University. 
 
After his graduation in 2014, he was appointed Chief of Naval Forces Major Program Office of Naval Forces, 
responsible for planning of Naval Forces projects and programs. 
 
Between 2016 and 2018, he was appointed Chief of SIGINT and Electronic Warfare Office within the Intelligence 
Branch. 
 
Since 2018, he has been carrying out his duties as staff officer of CJOS COE. 
 
The professional training consists of the following courses: "Electromagnetic compatibility on board the military 
ship" Postgraduate Course ("Mircea cel Batran" Naval Academy, Constantza, Romania), ”Integrated 
Communication Systems” Course (Munich, Germany), "Linked 11 Officer Course" ( Naval Warfare School, 
Denmark), "Advanced LINK 16" Course (Pratica di Mare, Italy), "International Defense Management Course" 
(Naval Postgraduate School , Monterey, USA). 
 
During his service he was awarded with the Honorary Sign "In Homeland Service" for his 15 and 20 years of activity, 
Honorary Emblem of the Romanian General Staff and Article 5 NATO Medal for Service with NATO in relation to 
Operation "Active Endeavor". 
 
 
 


