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Tom Guy is fortunate to have enjoyed a broad range of rewarding operational, 
staff and command roles ashore and afloat from the UK to the Far East.  Early 
appointments included a wide variety of ships, from patrol craft to mine-hunters, 
frigates, destroyers and aircraft carriers, ranging from fishery protection to 
counter-piracy and UN embargo operations as well as training and operating 
with a broad range of NATO allies.  Having trained as a navigator and diving 
officer early on, Tom specialised as an anti-submarine warfare officer and then 
a Group Warfare Officer.  He then went on to command HMS Shoreham, a new 
minehunter out of build, and then HMS Northumberland, fresh out of refit as 
one of the most advanced anti-submarine warfare frigates in the world.  His 
time as Chief of Staff to the UK’s Commander Amphibious Task Group included 
the formation of the Response Force Task Group and its deployment on Op 
ELLAMY (Libya) in 2011 and he later had the great privilege of serving as the 
Captain Surface Ships (Devonport Flotilla). 
 
Shore appointments have included the Strategy area in the MOD, a 
secondment to the Cabinet Office, Director of the Royal Naval Division of the Joint Services Command and Staff 
College, and the role of DACOS Force Generation in Navy Command Headquarters.  He has held several 
Operational Staff appointments, including service in the Headquarters of the Multi National Force Iraq (Baghdad) 
in 2005.  Other operational tours have included the Balkans and the Gulf, both ashore and afloat.  In 2016-17 he 
was the Deputy UK Maritime Component Commander in Bahrain, working alongside the US Fifth Fleet 
Headquarters.  He assumed the role of Deputy Director of the Combined Joint Operations from the Sea Centre of 
Excellence in Norfolk, VA, in September 2017. 
 
A graduate of the UK’s Advanced Command and Staff Course and the US Capstone Course, with a Master’s 
Degree from Kings College, Tom is a Younger Brother of Trinity House and a keen yachtsman (qualified as an 
Offshore Yachtmaster), as well as being a classic car and bike enthusiast.  He is married to Katie who is a sailing 
instructor and they have two grown up children, both of whom are also keen sailors. 


